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The Road that brought Roots4change together: 
From Latinoamerica to Madison

This is a talk full of stories, but rest 
assure that we have an outline. Our 
talk is also full of intersections as the 
identities we carry within us. Our 
paths  brought us together 
unexpectedly.  Born in different 
countries, we met in Madison, WI. A 
place far away from the tropical heat 
of our countries.



INTRODUCTIONS



Before r4c there was (and still is) Centro Hispano



LO
C

A
L D

ATA



IN WI, 2017:
6.8 % oF total population
11.6% of ALL children 0-4 Yrs old 
38% of Latinx population from 0-4 Years Old 
vs. 20% for non-Hispanic.



Of every 100 babies born from 2011-2017 in Dane County:
8 were Latinos

Of every 100 Latinx babies from in same time period:
69 had  Foreign-Born Mothers

WISH data, 2019





Pre-R4C



Looking at Theoretical Frameworks that work

Do not copy/use model



My/OUR WORK on 
the GROUND





https://youtu.be/GlXOubQHdYc

POSTPARTUM SESSIONS:
La historia de Yaneli 

https://youtu.be/GlXOubQHdYc


DISMATLING PRECONCEVIED 
BELIEFS in the HEALTH CARE 
SYSTEM and OUR FAMILIES



Future PLANS



Community 
Organizing

Policy change in 
MHC services

Curriculum 
development 

SYSTEMS 
CHANGE

Community-based Participatory Research AND Community Advocacy

Multi Layered 
approach





OUR STRENGTHS



OUR CHALLENGES:



We want US to reflect on these takeaways as health care 
providers, health advocates, & researchers

What is the FIRST word that comes to YOUR mind when you 
think PARTICIPATORY?

What is the FIRST emotion that comes to YOUR HEART when 
you become aware of the word PARTICIPATORY?

Now, look underneath your seats to find a piece of paper.  If 
you find one, please stand-up and read it out loud. 



¡Gracias!


